
Towards a Community 
Climate Emergency 

Strategy

Joint Community Board – 13th October 2023



Bracknell Forest Council have declared a Climate and 
Biodiversity Emergency

Tackling this includes:
• Co-producing with the community a Community Climate Emergency Strategy, 

with the aim of making the wider Bracknell Forest area net-zero as close to 
2030 as possible.

• Doing so in a financially transparent way to demonstrate accountability, 
affordability and economic benefits, with clear interim, smart targets.



Emissions over time – where are 
we now?
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Breakdown of emissions across the 
borough (2021)

Territorial emissions cover all 
direct emissions from activities 
taking place in the borough and 
the energy we’re using. 

This includes emissions from;
• Houses
• Vehicles
• Shops
• Offices
• Farms 
• Industry here in the borough

However, it doesn’t reflect 
emissions taking place elsewhere 
from the goods and services we 
consume (aside from energy).
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Further insight to these emissions

Transport
• Decarbonising transport is largely focused on moving to Electric Vehicles. New sales of 

diesel/petrol cars will be banned from 2035. However, there are current concerns around 
grid capacity and the provision of EV charging points. Up to 20,000 properties have no off-
street parking and will rely on public charging infrastructure.

Domestic, Industry and Commercial

• There is a UK target of decarbonising our electricity supply by 2035 - replacing fossil fuel 
generation with renewable alternatives, mainly wind and solar power. However, there are 
spatial challenges to do this at scale locally.

•  With regards decarbonising heating, the UK government has recently relaxed targets on 
phasing out new gas boilers by 2035 and off-grid oil boilers by 2026, making both targets 
an 80% phase-out instead and moving the latter to 2035. The alternatives – 
heat pumps, district heating, biogas, hydrogen – all face significant infrastructure, 
cost & technological barriers.

 



What has BFC been doing to
 reduce emissions?

In the last 2 years, we have worked to reduce emissions by:





Energy Schemes 
E.g. Solar Together, the 

potential for further 
schemes ‘together’

Ways to increase active 
travel around the 

borough

Reducing ICE vehicles 
and increasing EVs

Consumption: 
Reduce/Reuse/Recycle 

Improving and 
maintaining our green 

spaces
Behaviour change

Building a climate 
conscious culture

Workshop 
ideas

Climate Adaptation



Open Workshop discussion…


